
  

 

All Aboard the Twentieth Century!  
    Climb aboard for fun and laughter! Bankrupt, with his 
career on a downslide, egomaniacal Broadway director 
Oscar Jaffe boards the Twentieth Century Limited and 
encounters his former discovery and ex-chorus girl Lily 
Garland, now a temperamental Hollywood star on the 
train between NY and Chicago. He pulls out all the stops in 
persuading her to return to Broadway in his upcoming 
show. 
 

Directorõs Notes, by Robin Chapman  

     Twentieth Century  has a colorful and convoluted his-
tory. Its genesis was a play by Charles Bruce Millholland, 
The Napoleon of Broadway, based on the authorôs experi-
ence as a press agent for the eccentric Broadway director 
and producer Morris Gest, who, along with Gestôs equally 
eccentric father-in-law David Belasco, was the model for 
the main character, Oscar Jaffe. Ben Hecht and Charles 
MacArthur, the team also known for penning The Front 
Page, rewrote it in 1932 as Twentieth Century , which ran 
on Broadway for five months in 1933. It was made into a 
movie in 1934, directed by Howard Hawks and starring 
John Barrymore and Carole 
Lombard.  

   The play was revived on 
Broadway in 1950, starring 
José Ferrer (who also di-
rected) and Gloria Swanson. 
In 1978, it was revived as a 
musical with John Cullum, 
Madeline Kahn and Kevin 
Kline, earning each a Tony. 
In 2004, Ken Ludwig ( Lend 
Me A Tenor, Moon Over Buf-
falo, Shakespeare in Holly-
wood) adapted it for a 
smaller cast. It opened on 
Broadway with Alec Baldwin 
and Anne Heche and is the ver-
sion LTVB is presenting. 
     Besides its delightfully odd-

ball characters, part of the playôs en-
during appeal has to be its unusual setting, the Twentieth 
Century Limited ï New York Centralôs luxury train that 
carried the rich and famous between Chicago and New 
York from 1902 to 1967. The train boasted a 16-hour trip 
on the smooth ñWater Level Routeò along the Great Lakes 
and the Mohawk and Hudson River valleys. It carried no 
coaches; accommodations consisted only of private com-
partments and a diner, observation and club cars. The 
train also was a principal character in the 1959 Alfred 
Hitchcock film North by Northwest  and the 1973 film The 
Sting . 
     Depicting the interior of a train presented challenges in 
set design, given LTVBôs thrust-type stage, and it also chal-
lenges the actors. Except for the first and last scenes in 
train stations, all the action takes place in three passenger 
compartments, with frequent and rapid changes from one 
to the other. The actors must perform in rather con-
strained spaces ï sometimes to comic effect. But the end 
result is a wild ride of snappy dialog, awkward situations 
and occasional slapstick. Make your reservation now. De-
pature time is 8:00 Fridays and Saturdays, 2:30 Sundays, 
and all seats are 
first class.  
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Stage Notes 

LTVB Ticket Prices  

General Admission $15 
Seniors, Students,  

Active Duty Military $12  
Sunday Matinees $12 
Children under 12 $5 

Group pricing available for    
groups of 20 or more. 

Reservations:   
428-9233 

 

2009 -2010  

Season Tickets  
on sale now!  

 Twentieth Century cast members Rachael 
Lang, Jim Mitchell, Ann Heywood, and 

John Cauthen. 

Publicity photos by Donna Lawheed.  
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2009-2010 Season Kickoff! 

TWENTIETH CENTURY  
By Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur 
Based on a play by Charles Bruce Millholland 

Adapted by Ken Ludwig 

Directed by Robin Chapman 

September 11 ðOctober 4, 2009  

Fridays and Saturdays 8:00 pm, Sundays 2:30 pm  

Note New Sunday Matinee Time!!! 
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