
 

     Novelist Charles Condomine invites an eccentric 
medium into his home planning  to learn the language 
of the occult.  As often happens, he gets more than he 
bargained for.  The séance brings back Elvira, his first 
wife, who has been "passed over" for seven years, sur-
prising even the medium.  Much to Charles' chagrin, 
she is still lovely and mischievous.  Delighted with 
her good fortune, Elvira proceeds to torment Charles, 
making him believe he is losing his mind.  Naturally 
her plans go awry bringing an hilarious conclusion to 
this most unusual farce.   

      Set in the 1940s, this delightfully wicked play was 
a hit in London as well as New York.  Author Noel 
Coward (1899 - 1973) was a prolific English play-
wright known for his wit and flamboyant life-
style.  Blithe Spirit broke box office records and is 
one of Coward's most enduring works from the World 
War II era.   

Blithe Spirit 
By Noel Coward  

 Directed by Joan Patterson  

 

Performances:  May 15ñJune 7, 2009 
 

Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00 pm; Sundays, 3:00 pm 

Reservations 428-9233 

Directorõs Notes by Joan Patterson 

    A wise person, my mother, once told me, ñBe careful what you ask for, you might 
get it!ò  If there is a lesson to be learned from Noel Cowardôs ñBlithe Spirit,ò that 
may be it.  Charles Condomine, looking for background material for the book he is 
writing, invites Madame Arcati, a local medium, to his home.  His hope is to learn 
jargon and gather ideas to enhance his book.  Before he knows it, the Séance is 
joined by his first wife, Elvira.  This charming and lighthearted mischievous spirit 
is seven years ñpassed overò and stirs up more trouble than Charles can handle.  
Who asked her to come back and what are they going to do with her?  None of the 
characters will admit to wanting this lovely, playful spirit to join them.  But cer-
tainly, whoever they are, they got what they asked for and then some. 

    Iôm expecting that our audiences will get what they ask for, as well, and much, 
much more.  I know I did when I set out to direct this charming and funny play.  I 
think it is the whimsy of it all that grabbed me.  I donôt really think first wives can 
come back and haunt one, but it is funny to think about ñwhat if?ò 

     This cast is full of talent and creativity and this crew is so full of energy and 
ideas that I have had to scramble to keep up.  But, I think I have, and I love what 
weôve done with this play.  I hope you, our members, love it as well.  
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LTVB Ticket Prices  

General Admission $15 

Seniors, Students,  

Active Duty Military $12  

Sunday Matinees $12 

Children under 12 $5 

Group pricing available 

for    groups of 20 or 

more. 

Reservations:   

428-9233 

Nancy Bloom as Madame Arcati (center) demonstrates her  
psychic powers to Ruth and Charles Condomine  

(Kelly Klaers and Wade Brinkley).  

Publicity photo by Nick Savides.  
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Behind the Scenes at LTVB  

     
By Robin Martineau, LTVB President  

     One Sunday afternoon in December, the Presidents of 
Little Theatre of Virginia Beach (LTVB), Little Theatre of 
Norfolk (LTN) and the Generic Theater met to have a 
brainstorming session about what each theater could do to 
help the others.  Resources discussed included manpower, 
marketing, sharing of props and costumes, etc.  Out of that 
meeting came an idea for a consortium of local theaters, 
which created a lot interest from other venues.  Currently 
the venues involved include LTVB, LTN, Generic Theater, 
40 th Street Stage, and The Venue on 35th.  Other interested 
theater groups include The Backstage Diva, Shakespeare By 
The Sea, and Foppish Dandies.   

     The group chose a name for the consortiumðTidewater 
Independent Stages (TIS)ðand started moving forward.  
TIS members are meeting monthly, working on a mission 
statement, creating a website, and planning marketing and 
cooperative events.   

     Early this year, Festevents in Norfolk brought a proposal 
to the theaters.  Festevents  is managing Town Point Park, 
which will re -open on July 3rd, after  a major facelift.  
Festevents offered TIS use of the park and have set aside 
August as ñPerforming Arts Month.ò  Each Saturday in   
August the groups involved in TIS will be providing 15 min-
ute performances at various times, and August 22nd will 
feature a full show involving all of the groups.  Festevents is 
also providing a booth each time there is an event in the 
park so we can pass out literature from each group involved 
with TIS.  

     Stay tuned for more info about TIS and the show on    
August 22nd.  And rememberééwhen you support one 
group in TIS, you support all of us in TIS!!  

 
 

 

 Photo to be in-

serted!  
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The Beachôs Playhouse since 1948                    

Stage Notes 

To contact LTVB, please e -mail us at contact@ltvb.com , or leave a message on our 

voice mail at 428 -9233 .   We will get back with you as soon as possible!  

    Introducing:  T.I.S.  

     (Tidewater Independent Stages)  

LTVB  

Celebrating 60 years 

Noel Cowardôs  

Hay Fever  

LTVB 1968 

 

 Save the Date! 

2009 Little Theatre of Virginia Beach Annual Meeting  

Sunday, June 14, 2009  

1:00 p.m. at LTVB  

550 Barberton Drive, Virginia Beach 23451  

All season subscribers and members are invited to join us for musical             

entertainment by òRazzmatazz,ó great food, news about our 2009-2010 Season, 

and the annual business meeting, including election of board members .  

Photographer for 2009 -2010 Season 
     We hope that you have been enjoying Nick Savides' unique 
eye in our production photos located in the lobby cases. Every 
year, we partner exclusively with a professional or semi-
professional photographer to take our publicity and produc-
tion photographs. If you (or someone you know) are interested 
in volunteering your photography services to LTVB beginning 
this July with Noises Off, please send a 
compact disc with a representative 
sample of your work to Publicity 
Chair  Nancy Bloom, Little Theatre of 
Virginia Beach, P.O. Box 1053, Vir-
ginia Beach, VA 23451. Deadline is 
June 15, 2009.  
 

Many Thanks!  

...to Judy Flowers  for donation of a vintage suitcase 

...all of our volunteers who make our productions come to 
life!  We couldnôt do it without you! 
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