
    Crimes of the Heart 
by Beth Henley is set 

in 1974 Hazlehurst, Mississippi. It focuses on the three 
adult Magrath daughters, now aged 33-40.  Each have 
developed coping mechanisms to deal first with the aban-
donment by their father, then the suicide of their mother, 
and finally the benevolent yet twisted parenting by their 
grandfather.   The trio's reunion triggers a hilarious mix 
of conflicts, crises and revela-
tions.  

The oldest, Lenny, who by 
default has become the family 
caretaker, believes that no one 
has remembered her birthday 
and quietly celebrates alone 
while resigning herself to 
spinsterhood.  Meg, sum-
moned from Los Angeles be-
cause of family emergencies, 
will be forced to face both the 
failure of her life choices and 
the achievement of her 
dreams.  And Babe, the slightly 
loopy youngest, is at the center 
of the day's events because 
she has just shot her politician 
husband. 

     This story of a family's troubles is true-to-life in 
that levity and tragedy live side-by-side. In the end, these 
three women learn to greet the tragic, absurd twists of 
fate with courage, love and the ultimate saving grace of 
laughter.        

First performed in 1980, Crimes  pushed the bounda-
ries of comedy and satire with this narrative of familial 
dysfunction. Through the chronicling of hardships en-

dured by the Magrath sisters, 
playwright Beth Henley  devel-
ops themes of every classic 
family tale: past resentments, 
despair, redemption and re-
venge.   Ms. Henley finished 
writing the play in 1978 and 
staged it in small theaters be-
fore moving it to Broadway in 
1981, when it received the New 
York Drama Critics Circle 
Award for best new American 
Play and the Pulitzer Prize. The 
show was a huge success and 
was made into a movie in 1986 
featuring an all -star cast of 
Diane Keaton, Jessica Lange 
and Sissy Spacek, garnering 
several Academy Award 
nominations.  

Crimes of the Heart                 
by Beth Henley  

Directed by Nancy Bloom       

January 16ðFebruary 8, 2009  

Fridays and Saturdays, 8:00 pm; Sundays, 3:00 pm 

Directorõs Musings by Nancy Bloom 
       We've all heard the phrases about families. Heck, we probably 
have said them ourselves... "Familyé.you canôt live with them, you 
canôt kill óem," or "We put the 'fun' in dysfunctional!" Of all the rela-
tionships over the course of our lives, family are the only ones that we 
donôt choose, they are inherited. They span the entirety of our lives 
and shape how we relate to others as a result. For some, family is a 
safe haven and a source of strength; for others, the bane of their exis-
tence. Childhood arguments carry into adulthood.   Some run away; 
others suffer in silence or retreat to fantasy.  In Crimes of the Heart,  
as the Magrath sisters play out their family patterns, they make dis-
coveries about each other, but more importantly...themselves. So fol-
low these complex and endearing characters to small-town Mississippi 
where they journey through crime, conviction and consequence in this 
dramedy of sisterly survival.  
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Stage Notes 

LTVB Ticket Prices  

General Admission $15 

Seniors, Students,  

Active Duty Military $12  

Sunday Matinees $12 

Children under 12 $5 

Group pricing available for    

groups of 20 or more. 

Reservations:  428 -9233 

Kathy Hinson, Mary Lou Mahlman, and Mindy Belby as 
Meg, Lenny, and Babe Magrath.   

Publicity photo by Nick Savides. 
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Many Thanks!  

...to  Deborah Kirkpatrick for do-
nation of costume items 

...to Emily Crockin for donation of 
fabric, paintings, and numerous 
prop and set dressing items 

...to Joyce Lindahl for donation of  
fur pieces and a cocktail dress 

...to Marjorie Fox for donation of a 
cocktail dress 
 

Donations are always         

welcome!  

   LTVB welcomes donations of 
costumes, household items and 
furniture, as well as materials and 
tools for sewing and building. 
Please e-mail us or leave a voice 
mail, and we'll get back to you to 
arrange pick up or let you know 
when you might drop them off.   If 
you do drop off a donation, please 
attach your name and address, so 
we can send you a receipt.    

    Your donations to LTVB may be 
tax deductible (please consult your 
tax advisor).  Thank you for shar-
ing your "treasures" with us!  

Behind the Scenes at LTVB  

    The Pulitzer Prize is an American award 
regarded as the highest national honor in 
newspaper journalism, literary achieve-
ments and musical composition. It is ad-
ministered by Columbia University in New 
York City. 
    Prizes are awarded yearly in 21 catego-
ries. The prize was established by Joseph 
Pulitzer, a Hungarian -American journalist 
and newspaper publisher, who left money 
to Columbia  University upon his death in 
1911.  A portion of his bequest was used to 
found the university's journalism school in 
1912.  The first Pulitzer Prizes were 
awarded on June 4, 1917, and they are now 
announced each April. Recipients are  
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Stage Notes 

Link your Food Lion MVP Card  

 

   Little Theatre of Virginia Beach wel-
comes your donation by using your Food 
Lion MVP card. Just send your name, 
address, phone number with your 12 
digit MVP number (include small num-
ber before and after main number) and 
we will do the rest.  There is also a 
signup sheet in the theatre lobby. 

 

 Support LTVB when you Search!  

 

     What if LTVB earned a penny every 
time you searched the Internet? Or how 
about if a percentage of every purchase 
you made on-line went to support the 
theatre? Well, now it can! 

    GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-
powered search engine that donates half 
its advertising revenue, about a penny 
per search, to the charities its users des-
ignate. Use it just as you would any 
search engine, get quality search results 
from Yahoo, and watch the donations 
add up! 

    You can link from the GoodSearch 
Web site to GoodShop.com, a new on-  
line shopping mall which will donate up 
to 37 percent of each purchase to your 
designated non-profit organization!  

   To get started, just go to 
www.goodsearch.com and be sure to 
enter ñLittle Theatre of Virginia Beachò 
as the charity you want to support. And, 
be sure to spread the word! 

To contact LTVB, please e -mail us at contact@ltvb.com , or leave a message on our 

voice mail at 428 -9233 .   We will get back with you as soon as possible!  

chosen by an independent board.  
      The Prize for Drama, awarded to Beth 
Henley for Crimes of the Heart in 1981,  
honors  a distinguished play by an Ameri-
can author, preferably original in its 
source and dealing with American life. The 
drama jury, which consists of one aca-
demic and four critics, attends plays in 
New York and in regional theaters. 

      Pulitzer Prize winning plays include 
Harvey  (1945), A Streetcar Named Desire 
(1949), South Pacific (1950), Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof (1955), Diary of Anne Frank 
(1956), The Great White Hope (1969), A 
Chorus Line (1976), Driving Miss Daisy 
(1988), Rent (1996), and Doubt ( 2005).  

About the Pulitzer Prize...  

The All -Occasion 

Gift!    

Give the gift of live theater  with a 

LTVB gift certificate. Certificates 

are $15 and can be used for any 

performance (with reservation) 

and have no expiration 

date.  Available at the box office 

on performance nights, or call or 

e-mail us. 

LTVB 2008-2009  

Board of Directors  
President, Robin Martineau  

VP/Production, Bill Vaughan  

VP/Business, Shirley Hurd  

Treasurer, Jim Russell 

Recording Secy,  Kathy Hinson 

Corresponding Secy,  Mary Lou Mahlman 

Play Reading, Tom Coffey 

Props, Donna Lawheed 

Set Coordinator, Matt Smith  

Box Office, Dennis Lawheed 

Volunteers, Joan Patterson 

Costumes, Kay Burcher 

Technical Coordinator,  

Sara Bergandi Quilenderino 

Programs, Robin Chapman 

Membership,  Vincent DeSanto 

Socials, Rita Gordon 

Building & Grounds,  Paul Berryman  

Publicity & Web site, Nancy Bloom 

LTVB  

Celebrating 60 years 

You Canôt Take It With You 

LTVB 2003  

Pulitzer Prize Winner, 1937 
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